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February 27, 1978 LB 187, 99

SENATOR KOCH; Mr. Speaker, before I can make an intellicent
decision, I want to know what else 1s up there. T think we
are entltled to know what is up there, because 1f T vote

to put this bill, bracket it that deals with marijuana, T
am not going to turn around and bracket another one with
the same subject the same day. I think the body 1s en-
titled to know the conditions under which we are beinr
coerced to make a determination.

SENATOR MARVEL: I think your point 1s well taken and this
is the way we are going to do it. Since the Speaker 1s cut
of town and he 1s the one that makes the order, rather than
to take these one at a time, the Chair 1s golng to rule

all the motlons out of order and the Speaker will have
possesslon of these in the morning when he returns. "The
next order of business, we have LB 99. Where 1is Senator
Frank Lewls? Do you wish to take up LB 99? Senator Sirmon,
did you wish to be recognized before Senator Frank Tewls
took up LB 99? Okay.

CLERK: Mr. President, LB 99 was a bill introduced bv
Senator Frank Lewls of the 45th District. Title read.

The billl was referred to the Revenue Committee. Mr, Presi-
dent, 1t was advanced to General File.

SENATOR MARVEL: Senator Lewis, will you please exnlain

your bill and then we will go to the amendments, fust
briefly.

SENATOR F. LEWIS: Mr. President, this bill has heen arounAd
for quite some time and it involves a philosophical differ-
ence in terms of how we handle the tax structure in the
State of Nebraska. I think history for all of us here in
the last six years, since I first introduced the bill, has
proven to us that we currently have annonworkable system.
The nonworkable system has involved itself with a number

of substantive 1ssues. The first year or twn we were here
the 3tate Board of Fqualization could not determine what
expressed obligations were so we ran into the problems of
that issue. The second issue has been, and it has become

a very political situation in this state over the last six
years 1in terms of setting of taxes, I lav that problem at

no particular person's doorstep, but the historical trends
have been that when it is an election yvear the taxes are
cut, and when 1t i1s a nonelection year, the taxes 2o un.

We have had speclal sessions because of cash flow. We

have weakened, in my judgment, the stability of the State
of Nebraska in terms of peoples (inaudible) as far as our
economic stability 1s concerned. We have never had a

debt and I think that 1s an absolute plus for this state

but the problem that we've created 1s we have had a race in
election years to see who could out cut one another 1in

terms of the taxes. Because of the circumstances this vear,
I have pending an amendment to make the bill effective
January, 1979 as to when we would set the rates. The method
we would use 1s very simple. We simply set the current rates
and then any necessity to change those could occur in the
next taxable year. The sad part that I have to report to
you today 1s that 1f the bill had been adonted when it

was first introduced, in 1973, the tax rates in the State
of Nebraska based cn current expenditures of the vears
between the time of introduction and now, the state tax rate
would be 2%% and 15%. The tax rate would be lower. Tt is
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